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Come all ye that fear the Lord, and J will declare 
what hs hath done for my Soul, Pſ. Ixvi. 16. 
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THE 


M E following pages had never 
appeared in public, if it had 
not been by the earneſt requeſt of 
many of Gop's children. I am ſen- 
ſible that many eminent chriſtians 

have already publiſhed the mercies 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus, in a manner 
far ſuperior to theſe humble pages, 
and that their labours have been of 
much more uſe than is reaſonable to 
A3 ſuppoſe 
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vi PREFACE. 


ſappoſe this can be. Yet, mean as 
this is, it may and will, under the 


divine bleſſing, be of ſome ſervice to 


the humble heart: if it does not 
comfort or confirm the advanc'd or 
growing chriſtian, yet it will lead 
them to rejoice with the bliſsful 
company above for the recovery of 
another ſoul from death, and the ad- 


dition of another ſubject to the dear 


Redeemer s kingdom. 


No private deſign can reaſonably 
be ſuppos'd to be the occaſion of 
this publication. — The ſale is not 


likely to be very great, and the 


ſmallneſs of the price, ſuppoſing it 
ſhould be extenſive, could not yield 


profit ſufficient to counterballance 
the contempt and ſcandal it is rea- 
| 5 ſonable 


PREFACE. vii 


ſonable to expect to be thrown on 


one's character by thoſe who love not 
Gon, neither deligbt themſelves in his 


zoays. However, if any thing re- 
mains, after the diſcharge of the 
Printer's bill, it 1s intended to be 


applied to the ſupport of an aged 


child of Gop paſt bodily labour.. 


As 1 have no view of getting 
money by this publication, ſo I de- 


clare I expect no honor as an author. 


Were I equal to ſatisfy the vain taſte 
of a worldly mind, I would neglect 


to do it, and humbly and ſimply. 


declare truths which need no ſuch 


vain embelliſhments.— If Jeſus re- 
ceives honor from his ſaints by theſe 
pages, I ſhall joyfully bear the re- 
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viii PRE FACE. 


proaches and contempt of unchriſtian 
tongues and pens. 


I omit to inſert my name in full, 
not becauſe I am aſham'd of the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, or the account I have 


given of myſelf, but becauſe I appre- 
hend, if it were known, .it could not 


yield much. ſatisfaction to the carnal 
and prophane—and as to the children. 
of Gop, it will fignify but little for. 
them to be inform'd, ſince the name- 
of a private perſon would have little- 
or no tendency to illuſtrate the. chriſ-- 


tian religion.. 


Having faid thus- much, I ſhall 
leave the affair in the hands of the 
Great Diſpoſer of all things, and 
l hope to be join'd by a// who 
love 


* 


PREFACE ix 


love Jeſus, at 5¹⁸ footſtool to implore 


a blefling upon theſe pages, and the 
heart of the author of them, that 


they may prevail on many to leave 
their ſins and fly to Jeſus, and that 
he evermore may be kept in thoſe 
paths which lead to life eternal. 


J. F. 
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vii PRE FACE. 


proaches and contempt of unchriſtian 


tongues and. Pens. 


1 omit to inſert my name in full, 


not becauſe I am aſham'd of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, or the account I have 


given of myſelf, but becauſe I appre- 


hend, if it were known, it could not 
yield much ſatisfaction to the carnal | 
and prophane—and as to the children. *: 
of Gov, it will ſignify but little for 
them to be inform'd, ſince the name 
of a private perſon would have little 


or no tendency to illuſtrate the. chriſ- 
tian religion.. 


Having faid thus- much, I ſhall 
leave the affair in the hands of the 
Great Diſpoſer of all things, and 
humbly hope to be join'd by all who 


love 
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PREFACE ix 


ove Jeſus, at bis footſtool to implore 
a blefling upon theſe pages, and the 
heart of the author of them, that 


they may prevail on many to leave 


their ſins and fly to Jeſus, and that 


he evermore may be kept in thoſe 
paths which lead to life eternal. 
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60b's DEALINGS wit J. F. 


H E deſign of publiſhing this lit- 
tle piece has been ſhewn already 
in the preface; I ſhall therefore 
proceed plainly to the point. 


22 5 EL 
PO OO CESS : ESTI od” 

a SS F- 8 — 1 ; 

*+ 222 2 , ES 


My life in general was conducted with 
ſome regularity ; and being prevented from 
running into the common, and groſler 
= crimes of the age, I was led to ſuppoſe 
= myſelf an happy man, although I was go- 
ing to the chambers of death and miſery. 
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As I was a ſtranger to my heart, and the 


ſinfulneſs of my nature, I was content to 
live without the knowledge of God through 
faith in the bleſſed Jeſus, that good ſhepherd 
who came to ſeek and to fave that which was 


loft, Luke xix. 10. 


Often had this good ſhepherd ſought after 


my foul, and in various ways; his word, 


which I was too great a ſtranger to, I have 


ſince found he ſought me in, and in the 
many diſpenſations of his providence by ſea 
and land, in proſperity and adverſity ; but 


I remained blind and ignorant, purſuing 
happineſs in the ways of miſery. O the 


deceirfulneſs of fin !—What leſs than God 
can change the heart of man! 


My employment in life afforded me 
many opportunities of diſcovering the gra- 
cious deſigns of God's love toward me. My 


family being large, and meeting with many 


diſappointments and loſſes in the world, I 
found it hard to ſupport them with decency ; 
and therefore had recourſe to the ſeas in 


the two late wars with France, &c. in which 
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time J paſſed unhurt through many dan- 
gers, in ſtorms, ſhipwreck, and deſperate 
engagements, ill treatment, &c. too te- 
dious to mention. 


2} The laſt voyage I made was to the coaſt 
: I of Africa, in which I waded through many 
great diſtreſſes, being moſt cruelly treated 
by the enemies of God and my own ſoul; 
yet though I was not acquainted with my 

2 heart, as God ſince has made me, I firmly 


believed, and often ſaid, Thou O Lord, 


b has preſerved me from the furious tem- 
= *« peſt in which many periſhed, thou haſt 
kept me from death in battle when num- 
© bers lay dead by me, and I know thou 
wilt reſtore me to my family.” Some 
would think this proceeded from the power 
of a living faith in the Son of God; but, 


to my ſhame I confeſs it, I was all this 


time a ſtranger to that Lamb of God who ta- 
(eth away the fins of the world. 


In July 1763 I returned to England, 

expecting to reap the fruit of my labours, 
and a reward for my ſucceſs; but I was 
; A 2 happily 
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has that God who has declared, he never | z 


willingly affiifts or grieves the children 17 


men, deſigns all that happens unto us for 5 
our eternal good. My wife being more 
concerned about eternal matters, than! 
was, at this time, often deſired me to con- 
ſider my latter end, and to attend places of 
devotion, which I ſeldom did, ſuppoſing 
I had no need, as I always lived as before "3 
laid; 1 thought it ſufficient that I was no 
drunkard, &c. But as ſhe ſtill importuned _ 2 


me to go, I went to hear the reverend Mr. 


Harriſon at St. Giles's, who was ſpeaking 
of the ſufferings of Chriſt on the croſs for 


ſinners; at this I was much affected and 


ſhed many tears, ſo that this was as a 


nail driven in a ſure place. I now began 


to experience the truth of Heb. iv: 12. 


The word of God is quick and powerful, and 


fharper than any two-edgea ſword, piercing 


even to the dividing aſunder of ſoul and pi. 
rit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 


diſcerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
beart: it was now I happily began to ſee 


and fecl [ wanted ſomething which hitherto 
| I was 


1 


2 


13 


1 was ignorant of, and often applied my 


ing 2 
Ver 1 


ings of Jeſus often melted me into com- 


upon him a body of fefb, and the ill treat- 
ment he endured from wicked and cruel 


ZZ hell! —This On me to conſider the 


4 eternally happy, or r nilerable.=Theſe con- 


ied | * ſiderations alarmed me ſo much, that I was 


. 1 | troubled | in mind more or leſs every day. 


fear, ſeeing "the many dangers I had been 
* * in, and yet preſerved? I therefore concluded 
that | was more loved by God than others. 
I began to think I had loſt my former 
courage; I could, not long fince, enter 
X upon the borders of m without con- 


| made crimſon Sk the blood of 4 my fel 
low ſinners. This fortitude I thought was 


my regularity in living.—But I was ſoor: 
convinced that this was ; the work of Satan, 


en to the word of God. The juficr- 


paſſion : I was often loſt in wonder at his 
leaving his glory in heaven, his taking 


men and all this to ſave ſinful man from 


At laſt I began to enquire, why I thould | 


reſtored as a mark of God's approbation for 
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TEND 
that if I had then died I muſt have launched 
into a miſerable eternity. I ſaw that my 


ſuppoſed courage was owing to the blind- 


neſs, and hardneſs of my heart; and yet 
I was ſpared to repent of my ſuppoſed 
goodneſs, and to waſh my ſoul, defiled by 


fin, in the laver of regeneration ; I do not 


mean the laver of water baptiſm, but the 
myſtical laver of ſpiritual regeneration. 
This made me diligent in ſearching the 
holy ſcriptures, and earneſt in ſeeking after 


a better righteouſneſs than that of my own. 
In this peruſal of my bible, I found many 


parts of it much revived me; as Ia. xlv. 
22. Look un me, and be ye ſaved all the 


ends of the earth. Iſa. lv. 1. Ho, every one 
that thirſteth, come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money: come ye, buy and eat, 


yea, come, buy wine and milk, without mo- 


ney and without price. Rev. xxii. 17. And 


the ſpirit and the bride ſay, come; and let 
him that heareth, ſay, come; and let him that 


is athirſs come; and whoſoever will, let him 
tale the water of life freely. Mat. vii. 7. 
Alt, and it ſhall be un you : ſeek, and ye 


ball 


” 


5 


5 


17 * 


e find : knock, and it ſhall be opened unto 
= you. Theſe texts I often viewed with much 
2  carneſtneſs and pleaſure, as they ſeemed to 


13 me to be happy. 


How gracious is God | in all his ways to 


5 men! what invitations does he give them 
4 to be happy! and never gives an invita- 
tion without a power to comply with it; 


bos juſt then will God be in the damnation 


7 of ſinners, who would not comply with the 


offers of his mercy !—Lord, may I ever- 


4 more devote mylelf to thee, and thy dear 


© cauſe, for the numberleſs benefits thou haſt 
7 conferred upon me, and the many more and 


greater thou deſigneſt for me, if 7 endure 
4 to the end. 


At this time Satan began to aſſault me 


22 furiouſly, though I did not know it to be 
his work. I began to be very uneaſy and 
much diſtreſſed about my family; and not 
meeting as yet with a reward for my laſt 
4 voyage, it tended to diſtreſs me greatly ;— 

* it much eee my mind from God, 
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not already found the utmoſt of its power. 
Death and eternity often ſtruck me, and 
made me delirovs to know where I muſt 
dwell hereafter, in Hell, or Heaven. But 
ſtill blinded by the power of Satan, I was 
often doubtful if I was a finner, and 
inclined to reſt where I was, ſeeing many 


worſe around me, and therefore concluded 


that I ſhould go to heaven after death. 
O how many are the devices of Satan! 
what need of calling upon the ſtrong for 
help, ſeeing our own weaknels, and the ſub- 
tilty and power of our ſouls great adver- 
ſary * Lord, evermore preſerve us by thy 


power! 


Yet, midſt all theſe trials, I had a deſire 
to embrace Jelus Chriſt, whoſe ſufferings 
often brought me to tears. Thus I went 
on two or three months eaſy and diſtreſſed, 
happy to-day, and miſerable to-morrow. 
The parable of the ſower, Matt. xiii. 
ſeemed to repreſent my condition, and im- 
preſſed my mind greatly —ſome fell among 
thorns, and the thorns (the cares of this 

| world, 


„%% EE. 
world) ſprung up and choaked them; this 


it, but the devil ſoon ſnatched it away. 


only to be had through the precious blood 
of Jeſus Chriſt—O how my heart deſired 
to expreſs itſelf feelingly with the Apoſtle, 
* for me to live is Chriſt, and to die is gain! 1 


God to poor vile ſinners, in giving his only 
2 begotten, and dearly beloved Son to ſuffer 
ſo much for a guilty world; and my aſto- 
niſhment encreaſed, as I conſidered that 
2 Chriſt knew the bitterneſs of that cup be- 
fore he drank it but I ſaw the neceſſity of 
his becoming a man of ſorrow, and acquainted 


of God, and man mult ſuffer the penalty due 
to the offence; and if ſinners themlclves 


2 muſt be eternal, as their ſatisfaction would 
de incomplete. — The l:w I faw was holy, 
pl pure, juſt, and good, that it required perfect 
2 obedience, and would be ſatisfied with no- 
ching leſs chan its full demand; that nothing 

: which 


was more eſpecially applicable to me. 1 
often heard the word preached, and liked 


This led me to ſee that redemption was 


was much aſtoniſhed at the amazing love of 


4 with grieſs; man had offended the holy law | 


2 vere to ſuffer for the offence their miſery, 
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which had contracted any of Adam's im- 
purity could anſwer the demands God's 
holy law had upon us. Now, I ſay, I ſaw r 
the neceſſity of the holy Jeſus being ſub- 
ſtituted in our ſtead (or we periſh) that he 7 
being ſinleſs in every point, by the obe- 


dience of his life might do and perform 


the will of his Father and our God; and 
alſo by bearing our ſins, through the im- 
putation of them to him, he might ſuffer 
as man; and being God as well as man in 
one perſon, his ſufferings would be (and 
really were) ſatisfactory to an offended God. 
So far I ſaw into the nature of God's law, 


and the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 


I now heard much of Mr. Maxfield, who 
had a chapel building in Wells: ſtreet, Ox- 


ford road; I reſolved to unite with him. 


As ſoon as the chapel was completed, I 


gave my attendance, and from hearing 
the firſt ſermon preached therein, ſeldom 
miſſed an opportunity. As my acquaint- | 
ance with many of the ſociety encreaſed, 
1 found they held the doctrine of of- 
ſurance, and many profeſſed to know their 

GELS >," Wb - 


1 

= fins were forgiven them; this ſtruck me 
N with amazement, and puzzled me greatly: 
I knew not how to determine; many parts 

of ſcripture greatly favoured the doctrine, 
4 as well as the eſtabliſhed church Thus 
q much for them But blind reaſon (blind if 
I not aſſiſted by ſpiritual illumination) could 
not acquieſce I was inclined to moderate 
23 dhe matter, by ſuppoſing this aſſurance 
could only be had upon a death-bed; though 
1 1 muſt confeſs I was much diſturbed, having 
3 no reaſon to believe my ſins were forgiven. 
And concluded yet ſuch a knowledge that 
- Inu greatly tend to a perſon's happineſs— 
1 But what can bring this bleſſed doctrine in- 
to more contempt then the Bare profeſſion, 
- without the real poſſeſſion of it Many now 
2 who had lately made ſo great a profeflion 
of it, I found led lives very contrary to 
11 my expectations, the voice of reaſon, and 
the commands of ſcripture. So great a 
favour conferred, muſt prevail upon a grate- 
ful mind, to devote itfelf wholly to the ſer- 


but in what age was the church free from 
theſe impoſtures What has been more 
deſtructive 
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„ 
deſtructive to the cauſe of God than the 
bad conduct of theſe profeſſors? Our Lord 
has ſaid, it muſt needs be that offences will 
come, but woe to that man by whom the offence 
cometh. Although I was much hurt by 
theſe perſons, yet I was not overſet by 
them, nor encouraged to continue as I was 
by their miſconduct. I was now convinced, 
that without true repentance, no man could 
bring forth good fruit; and without putins 


on Chriſt, it would be impoſſible to walk in 
him; that no man's ſins could be blotted 7 
out without repentance, ſeeing that to be 
the condition, as the ſcripture ſays, repent e 
therefore, and be converted that your fins may 
be blotted out. I ſaw this was my priviledge © 
to repent and be forgiven. I ſaw repentance 
was the gift of God, as well as pardon or 


juſtification, and received much encourage- 
ment to ſeek after it from that ſcripture 
which ſays, whatſoever ye oft believing, ye 


ſhall receive. 1 had no doubt but the re- 


miſſion of ſins was both to be had and 


known, as St. Paul declares, Rom. viii. 16. 
The ſpirit itſelf beareth witneſs with our ſpi- 
it, that we are the children of God. This 

$555 I I be 


3 [ believed but wanted that faith which 
2 would bring me to the happy experience of 
itt; J was reſolved to aſk for it, ſeeing God 
2 afforded me great encouragement to do it 
= by declaring, that f we aſt wwe ſhall receive 
ol prayed, but found no encouragement, 
"2 finding no ſins forgiven ; but I was too apt 
1 to depend upon my prayers, and, Phariſee- 
like, ſuppoſed I. ſpould be heard for my much 
"1 aſking ; whereas I ſhould not here expected 
it for the ſake of my ſinful petitions, but 
4 for the ſake of my once ſuffering Jeſus.— 
2 was much perplexed now, a found no 


my diſtreſs had the happy effect of driving 
nce Ime to prayer, and being conſtrained in ſi 

it, I uſed to offer myſelf to God befo re his 
| I throne 1 in this ſimple artleſs manner 


91 Hear me, O Lord God, hearken to my 
cry, pardon my unworthineſs and mani- 
fold offences: thy paſt mercies in pre- 
F< ſerving and delivering me, make me 


e caſt me not out of thy preſence, but 
dive me to taſte thy POOR love; 
2 R 1 «© caſe 


nay ¶ peace or comfort night nor day; but indeed 


come with ſome boldneſs before thee; 
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Rom. ii. 11. Job xxxiv. 19. Acts xvi. 30, 


ſcriptures ſtrongly aſſerted, the being, ma- 
jeſty, and power of God, which Satan very 


11 — "o 
" 7 
A ates, in — — S + - 
T 


C24. -] 43 
eaſe my foul of her troubles : if 1 aſk A 
& amiſs, Lord, teach me: Lord, make ng 
6 hot tarrying, but manifeſt thyſelf unto 
„ me, and heal me of my leproſy : ; thy | 2 


c 


** 


„ hand is not ſhortened that it eau E 


“ fave; it ſaves others; Lord, ſave me.” 


While I uſed thus to pour out my ſoul 
before God, I often found fome comfort, 
but it was not laſting—Sometimes I was re. 
vived by a promiſe in God's word, at other 
my ſoul would fink within me, on n 
of the many bitter things I uſed to bring 
againſt myſelf. The ſcriptures which either 
comforted or diſtreſſed me moſt were theſe; 
John iv. 24. 1 Tim. vi. 16, 16. Pſ. xc. 
2. Rev. i. 8. Iſa. xliv. 6. Pf, cii. 25, 26, 
27. Pf. cxxxix. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, P.. 
cxlv. 17, 18. Deut. xxxii. 4. Pf. xi. 7. 
Jerem. xxxii. 19. Eph. vi: 8. Col, iii. 25. 


31. Acts xiii, 38, 39.—Many of theſe 


amazingly tempted me to diſbelieve. I Was, 7 
ſtartled at 1 determination of our Lord 
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1 e 7 yt oelieve not that I am he, ye ſhall die 


de no in your fins. But I found much love on the 


unto other hand for the bleſſed declarations which 
en follow Verih, verily, 1 ſay unto you, be that 
innot 7 believeth on me hath everlaſting life. Who- 


ne.” | 3 * [cever liveth and believeth on me, ſhall never 


; ul for the love of God, and ſweetly drew me 
fort, to the feet of Jeſus—a Jeſus that I thought 
as re. I could now venture my foul upon. My 
thers heart was more or leſs conſtantly lifted up 
dount unto him; but Satan, zhat troubler of my 
bring peace, ſoon found means enough to diſtreſs 
either 


A me again, but I reſolved to wreſtle hard, 


heſe; and plead for mercy, I pleaded with the 
N Lord to deliver me, to take me into his 
„ 26, hands, and do by me as he pleaſed, to 


„Pf. ſprinkle me ever with his precious blood. 
i. 7-18 
. 235, Being much ditreſiea, and having no 
ene to ſpeak freely too, I was miſerable 
paſt deſcripti on nine months and upwards, 
l do not remember having one hour's peace 
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die. This opened freſh deſires in my heart 


3 8 that time — ſo that the diſtreſs of 
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E . 
too great to be concealed. After this long, 
and deep diſtreſs of ſoul, a few faint hopes 
began to revive, and ſome bleſſed promiſes 


of the goſpel greatly ſupported me. I had 1 


much comfort in viewing my city of re- A 
fuge ; and when much buffeted by Satan, 


I uſed to meditate moſt on that bleſſed 1 in- 5 4 


vitation of the dear Redeemer; Come unto me 
all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and 5 


T will give you reſt. Mat. xi. 28. If theſe 1 


are the words of truth, why ſhould I not I 


truſt the promiſe, and comply with the in⸗ 
vitation ? It invites the heavy laden; I am 


weary of ſin, and heavy laden with the # 
guilt of it; Lord, releaſe me from the bur- 
den! As I was enabled to believe this to 
be the work of grace begun upon my 
heart, and knew the averſion I had to ſin, 
I drew much comfort from that encouraging 


portion of ſacred writ, Fear not, neither bel a 
diſnayed; I am thy God. And again, 19 hb 


will never leave thee, I will never foi "I 
thee. Bleſſed be God for all theſe encou- 
ragements | But here I cannot help lament- 2 


ing the ſad condition of thoſe who make 


theſe promiſes a plea for their continuance in J 


ſin. 


os, 


tan, 


1 in- 


0 mne 


and 
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not 
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the 4 I thought I was dropping into hell, and 


could not lift my eyes to God, who 1 


bur- 
18 to 
my 
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3 God again for the fulfilment of his promiſe 
in me; A aw heart alſo will Igive you, and 


er be 


cou- babe away the ſtony - heart out of your fleſo, 
jent- and I will give you an heart of fleſh. Eſek. 
2 xxxv1i. 26. I believed God would not ſuffer 


33 any 


nake 
ce in 


e 


[a7 1 
| Gn. It is granted God is very faithfulneſs, and 


L on his part never breaks the contract, he ne- 


opes I ver forſakes us willingly. But how often 
niſes 2 do ſinners quench the ſpirit, and by that 
had C means drive him from their hearts, who de- 


re- 
9 | man! The moſt wholeſome medecine may 


clares his ſpirit ſhall not always ſtrive with 


be deſtructive if wrongly applied. 


5 


me in my face; I thought the damned in 
hell were not more miſerable than I was: 


y thought had given me over to the devil. I 
Was brought out of this by meditating 


it is theſe that teſtify: of me. I could truſt 


a new ſpirit will I put within you, and I Will 


Buttoreturn—On the 2;th of Feb. 1 766, 
in the evening, I was in great diſtreſs; for 
4 my ſins from 1 my youth to that time ſtared 
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ſin, ; upon theſe words, Search the ſcriptures, * 


— 


. 


PETS ITY * 
— _ 


ſhall give thee light. 1 ſay, I was convinced 75 
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4 1] 
any co weapon formed ggainſt me lo proſper. And 
although I truſted God for all, I was con- 
vinced 1 from Epheſ. v. 14. Awake, thou that 
Sleepeſt, and ariſe from the dead, and _ 2 


N 


wo = 
r 9205 


* 


by this text, that it was my duty to obey 0 
his call, and ariſe to call upon God; as 1 
was then enabled to do by breaking i into 
prayer, notwithſtanding my ſins ſtood as in : 
away before me to diſcourage me; ſo that 
I cried as out T the belly of hell : 


O Lord, hide not thy face from my 
diſtreſſed ſoul; have mercy on me, thou 
Son of David; pardon my fins, receiv "4 L 

e me graciouſly, and quench the fiery dart! 

<« of the wicked one; ſuffer him not to tri- _ 

« umph over me; afford me refuge under 

* the ſhadow of thy wings !—Lord, what 

« will my deſtruction profit thee? O0 

« help my unbelief, and fave me ever- 

40 aſtin ely!” | 3 


* 


c 


La 
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While I thus poured out my heart, faith 
ſeemed to be in exerciſe, and I appeared to 
ſurmount the tempeſt, though it ran very 

nigh 


1 


And] high. I cold God, if he ſuffered me to go 


con- to hell, I will praiſe him, and call upon his 
bt holy name, and thou ſhall anſwer me. 


Chrit What great things does faith enable us to 


inced MF fay, and the love of God to feel! 
$7 Bs „ 
as 12 Being much ſpent, partly by bodily weak- 
into 4 Js and partly by diſtreſs of ſoul, I lay 
as in J don to ſleep, and dreamt this dream: 

th at 7 


4 had a bad leg, ſome diſtance from town, 


> houſe I found the perſon cloathed in a 
rough blue coat with his leg on a ſtool : 


dart: the room was very dark, no light being in 


O tri. 
anger 


it but that which a very ſmall fire reflected. 


4 I ever ſaw before, and beat violently down 
the chimney, and almoſt put the light out: 
lo opened the door to return home about 12 
oe clock; it was exceſſive dark, and the 
road very diſmal, no houſe being in the 
way, I walk'd on a few ſteps, and ſud- 
denly the ſun ſhone out juſt before my feet 
only, 0 that I diſcovered the road to be 

very 
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I thought J was ſent to viſit a perſon who 


4 very late at night. When I came to the 


þ While I tarried it rained much harder than 
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very ſtony, with graſs ſpringing up between | { ? 


ſo diſmal a road: 


the ſtones. As I went on the fun ſtill 50, 
juſt before me to light my way, but everß 
place elſe was very dark as yet.—I was 1 
much diſtreſſed at having ſo far home, and * 
the ſun began to give 
more light; then looking around me, * 
ſaw a boy about 11 or 12 years of age, 
who told me he muſt ſee me ſafe home, 


but I refuſed him; juſt at the ſame time! 


the broad road. " 
ſeeing me ſafe home; adding, that as he was mY 
A IE boy. the villains would not moleſt 

The boy pointed to a green path, 
h narrow, and deſired me to go from 


ſaw two rough fellows before me, whoſe 
appearance teſtified them to be travellers in 


The boy {till inſiſted upon 


the broad path, in which we were, to that, 
which I did, but when I got into it, I found 


it ſo narrow that I made the boy go firſt; 


the ſun ſtill continuing as a lanthorn to our | 


feet: it ſhone brighter and brighter, ſo that 


I could ſee very plainly every thing around "2 


Me. 


the perſons too were viſible : the boy told 
7 7 me 


To my ſurprize, I ſaw a great bank 
on either {ide of dead carcaſes; the bones of 


* ” 
jr EY A tt 


LY. "x 
X a 7 

7 LO 2 
5 07 
Xn 
1 
I. +:% 


cen ſ or ] 


pt ff I me they were the bodies of all the men and 
ery 4 


women which had died ſince the world be- 
Was gan. cried out, Lord, have mercy on me, 
| ; © chough not much afraid. As we walked 
» on I found, by the light of the ſun, I could 
a 3 ſee over the face of the whole earth, which 
'S> I thought was covered with fleſh and bones, 
= nothing elſe to be ſeen. As we went on the 


boy defired me to turn down a little on the 


_ E right, I did not heſitate. The place which 
ben he ſpoke of was a large pit, about the ſize 


of a large room, at the bottom of which 
was two ſpots of ground, the one green, as 
large as a common kitchen table, the other 
was a barren dry ſpot about the ſame ſize. 


rom: 4 The place on which we ſtood was very 


ſtecp, about 20 feet to the bottom. I bid 
und | the boy ſtay at the top while 1 went down, 
rſt; F ſeeing it ſo dangerous. Having got down 
Our 3 with Sh difficulty, I ſtood on the green 
pot. Looking about me, I perceived the 


to the clouds. I was much ſhocked at 
this: I ſaw a vacancy between the hills 


bank, 


= hills were fcſh and bones reaching almolt 


Y about a foot wide. Looking through 
1 law the ſame two men at the bottom of a 
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104 1 
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7 bank, talk ing and looking wiſhfully at me; 
07 but there was between us a large dead wa- 
WH ter, ſo that they could not reach me. While 
12 I was looking at the men, I found wle 
1 finking over my ſhoes; for the green ſpot © 

1 14 2 I ſtood on was boggy, though it appeared 
$310. a little before firm and good. I told the } 


boy I would jump to the other ſpot ; which 
as I was about to do, a number of lam- | 3 
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| preys or nine eyes, a kind of fiſh, which I 
WE: had not ſeen before, twiſted about me like 
VF | ſnakes; this ſtartled me: as I was ſtill ſink- 4 
FE ing, I reſolved to jump to the other ſpot, 8 
14 when to my great ſurprize I ſaw, cloſe 
| | # | by it on a little bank of human fleſh, a 
| || great ſerpent as big as any 2 or 3 men. 
WE His head turned ſideways, his mouth _ 
| 11 open, his tongue out, with a ſharp ſpear at 
n the end of it, his eyes large as ſaucers rolling 
i like fire, his tail. turned round, and the 
| Til _ ſharp point from me—This terrible ngh 
Ri terrified me but a little, notwithſtanding 14 
I knew it to be the devil. As his head was 3 
| | 14 | turned from me, I thought he could not . : 
xt { hurt me, which gave me no ſmall comfort; 
1 I was yet ſinking; I Jampes from this 
i N green 
my 
0 
ns 


1 23-3 


me; 1 green ſpot to the ſuppoſed hard ſpot: when 


wa- 1 came upon it, I ſunk almoſt to my middle. 
'hile © at once. In this fright I cried out, Lord, ſave, 
yſelf © 7 or I periſh, and immediately awoke. But 
ſpot © | never could the reality of this dream have 
ared given g greater diſtreſs than for ſome time I 
the | endured ; my ſins came freſh to my mind : 
hich 


lam- 3 = which made me ſtill cry out, Lord, ſave, or J 
ch! 2 periſh, 1 in this helliſh ſtate | let my cr come 
like up before thee; remember me, Lord, in my 
ink- 4 diſtreſfs; I am weary and bead vy laden, un- 
pot, dertake for me, and viſit me with thy great 
cloſe ſalvation. 

h, a 1 
nen. After this I found a warmth kindle in 
outh my heart, - which I had not felt for many 
ar at months before—but it preſently came into 


ling my mind, that this comfort was not from 


the . 4 God, but that it was a deluſion of the de- 


al 2 vils to keep me contented in my ſtate, 
ng 1 ** 


was 


| Vince 


I thought the burden too great to be borne, 


and that it certainly was not that peace the 
| 1 Lord would give to thoſe who truſt in him; 
not 1 cried therefore to the Lord to keep ms 
fort; from all the deluſions of the devil, and that 


this | "if this Peace was ſpoken by him, to con- 
reen | 4 


— ä — —— 


—_—— ů ů — —ů—— 
— 
py — 
NY . · A ̃˙ Ä—— 
— 


| 
= 7 
F 
ö 
: : 
| ; 


» 
——— 3 


> 
A — —- — — 
3 — 


— — - 


— — — 
% * 


ua 
a 


* * ö VE 
an ft ͤ —2 —ͤ—2—ñ— . ͤ—„—V— — —ñĩ il" Ge rae" CAA 
* _—_ Pr 6 I 
> 
9 =y 


ee . ¹ Jy; AAS ee EL re 
25 
_ »* = * 


10 


— 1 ‚ — 2 = 1 
— ” ” 

— by 38 2 2 n 

2 — x” . 

> ' 4 \ 4 g 5 8 
« - ee” to Re , 4 . 

» 8 ſe * ——— 1 e + 
1 5 


24 ] 75 
vince me farther, by giving me to know us 
pardoning love; and yet if it was not ron 
him, to let it all depart from me; and I ac. 1 


cordingly found this ſeeming comfort taken 4 


from me, and my former diſtreſs returned; 
hell could not be worſe, Ithought, than the 
miſery I felt. Then theſe "words were 
ſtrongly inforced upon my mind; 15 
en the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and they ſhalt be 
ſaved. I pleaded with the Son of David to 
have mercy on me; and cried in the bitter. 3 
neſs of my diſtreſs, My God, why art thou 1 
far from helping me! (My wife being in bed 2 
with me was an eye-witneſs of this my dil. 


treſs, but had not power to peak, neither 


did-I know the was awake.) 


In this great agony I fell down on my | 


_ pillow, and fell into a kind of flumber 5 or | 


6 minutes, I ſuppoſe; in which time if 
thought I ſaw the bleſſed Jeſus on the croſs. | 4 
The tranſport which I felt at the ſight awoke 4 
me, but the impreſſion ſtill continued on 
my mind ſo as to make me forget my late 


afflictions.— But here I was ſoon baffled, „ 


having It forcibly urged this was but a 
eee, 


W his if * [ 25 ] 
from | 4 | dream: this ſoon diſpers d the happy ſen- 
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ken 10 * I o1a fate. I pray'd and confeſs to God 
'ned; 2 thus, „Lord, if thou ſuffereſt me to go 
n the to hell I'll acknowledge thy goodneſs, and 


were : fil call upon thee: convince me ſome 
6 0 other way than by a dream, that I may 
n 8 oi joice in everlaſting; peace, for I cannot 


© believe i in dreams.” I was now ſitting up 
itter- | 1 


a MN 
„ 
ithet | 


prayer I was much preſs'd to look out of 
bed. 1 kept a lamp always burning by my 
ved ſide. As I turn'd to look between the 


1 My 2 
5 or 1 I fay the bleſſed Jeſus was preſented to my 
me! view, hanging on the croſs (his head re- 
roſs. 2X} clining on his right ſhoulder, his counte- 
voke - 
d on eye fix d on me, his hair hanging ſparingly 
late 
1, by 


ſmiling and pleaſant.) This glorious ſight 


am; C 
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in bed, quite faint and weak, and ſtill in 


| 1 curtains, the bleſſed Jeſus was preſented to | 
my view, not to the bodily eye, tho'I 
muſt be oblig'd to ſpeak as tho' it were. 


nance was inexpreſfibly pleaſant, and his 
over his face, his beard forked, he look'd 


raviſh'd my foul, and eaſed me of the bur- 
1 den 
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[ 26 } 
den I before ſunk under. I attempted to | ; 
hide my face, being overcome with a ſenſe |: 
of my paſt ingratitude, and the many | * ; 
times I had crucified this bleſfed Jeſus with | | 
ny fins ; but yet I believed he died for me, 
which created in my boſom ſuch incon- | : 
ceivable happineſs, that I could not think | | 
I was awake. 1 felt myſelf to know, and | | 
added, is it poſſible to live, and be thus 

happy !—Faith repreſented him ſtill the 
ſecond and third time to my view, in the 
fame poſture. The love his countenance |þ 

expreſs'd toward me affected me ſo much 
that I wept greatly I was enabled to be- 
| lieve the ſacred blood, which iſſued from 2 
his fide, was ſpilt to cleanſe me, and wan 
me from my ins and, O amazing truth! 2 
my heart was fill'd with that peace which fe 
paſſeth all underſtanding, that peace which |? 
the unrighteous and ſelf-righteous are, and 
muſt be while they continue ſuch, mifer- |? 
able ſtrangers to: — my heart was ſo in- * 
flam'd with love to Jeſus, that I could ſay 2 
with the Apoſtle, whether in the body, or 


q > 8 
our © 


3 l 27 1 


2 L ant of the boay, I could not tell. Iſoon found 


K * ſhould not long enjoy this bleſſed tate of 
bene; this raviſhing view of my Redeemer, 
which made me bes to be diſſolved to be 
1 | for ever with him, "eſt the deceit of the 
2 world, the fleſh, or the devil, ſhould draw 
me from his love. —— My ſuſpicion was 
i 4 but too juſt, for in an inſtant I loſt the 
"2 glorious proſpect, and was perſwaded that 


Fe "to give evidence of my ſincerity and love. 
{ And indeed, if our future lives don not cor- 


2 ſchemes of Satan to delude and ruin us. 


Conqueror, to the honor of Jeſus. And in- 
däeed I was much refreſh'd by that portion 


11 WY troubled: 


[ moths to moleſt my joys; I thought 1 


. 0 J | thould now have many trials to paſs thro? 


Z While I confider'd the trials I might be 
call'd to, I pray'd for ſtrength to come off 


43 of St. Tr XIV. 1,2. 3. Let not your heart be 


„ W0--J 
troubled: ye believe in God, believe alſo in me. 
In my father's houſe are many manſions; if it © 
were not ſo Iwould have told you : 1 goto pre. = 
pare a place for you. And if Igo and prepare * 
a place for you, 1 will come again and receiv | 
you unto myſelf, that where I am, there ye may 
be alſo. And again, the 16th, 179th and 
18th verſes of the ſame chapter. And Iwill 
pray the father, and he ſhall give you another? 
comforter, that he may abide with you for ever, 
even the ſpirit of truth, whom the world can-\ 2 
not receive, becauſe it ſceth him not, neither | | | 
knoweh him: but ye know him, for he dwel- 75 
leth with ycu, and ſhall be in you. 1 will no.: 
leave you comfortleſs, I will come to you, U 
After this I was thrice exhorted, as by a 4 
voice, 10 watch and pray, never to give 
over following Jeſus, but to be faithful 
unto death, that I might be with him eter- ö 
. And it was deeply nen upon & 
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ticular perſon, the ome 7 8 10 
thought I viſited in my dream. I took all 
ne to ſee him, but was repuls d 1 

| three | 4 


LW 1 

three or four times. At laſt I was admitted 
to the perſon, and not a little ſurpriz'd to 
find him with his leg on a ſtool, having 
ſcalded it very muck; TI undertook for 
him, and by God's bleſſing foon cured 
him. I had not as yet an opportunity to 
relate to him that which I look'd upon I 
was commanded to do. 'The other two 
men that I ſaw in my dream were happily 
thrown in my way, who, tho' lately tra- 
velling the broad road, Chriftian charity 
leads me to believe them, now to be true 
4 Pilgrims. | 


> But to return. I found myſelf much 
7 comforted in viewing the boundleſs love 
of Jeſus to me, a poor hell-deferving ſin- 
ner, plucꝶ d as a brand from the burning, to 
ſing the riches of free grace, and to teſtify, 
not only in this manner, but by my fu- 
ture life, that the Lord is gracious ; that 
he, having thus loved me, and given himſelf 
for me, is now ready, willing and able to 

55 fave, 


30 
fave, to the uttermoſt, all who come unto 
God by him. 


| Oblefſed Jeſus, the author of all happi- * 
neſs, and only redeemer of our ſouls, 1 
thou art confin'd to no place, means, man- 
ner or inſtrument, to convert the ſouls of | 


men unto thy bleſſed ſelf. Be pleaſed, 


moſt gracious Lord, to accompany with 
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thy holy ſpirit this teſtimony of thy love 


to me, to the hearts of thoſe who may - 
_ peruſe theſe pages, which were deſign'd 
to ſpread the honor of thy name. —— And, N 
O dear Lord Jeſus! evermore keep my 


heart, that I may not diſgrace thy cauſe, 
and add to my own damnation, by falling 


back into the arms of the wicked one, 
after making this public declaration of 


the great things thou haſt done for my 


ſoul; and as thy love is boundleſs, and Fi F 
thy power infinite, have mercy upon the 'q 
whole world, the phariſee and publican; 
make the one ſenſible of the filthyneſs of 3 
bis own righteouſneſs, and the neceſſity of 4 


C31] 
3 having thy righteouſneſs only for his accep- 
* tance with thy father :——let the other 
mite upon his breaſt, and cry for mercy 
only. — And O do thou, moſt tender- 
| © hearted Teſus ! forgive them both their 
fins, that I and they may praiſe thy name 
Jon earth, and join the faints above to 
q praiſe thy holy name for ever in the king- 
dom of Barr. - Amen. 
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AN 
H Y M N. 
O Jeſus! my Lord, 
po Thy name be ador , 

For all the rich bleiſings convey'd thro' thy 
1C 3 II. | [words 
; 2 In ſpirit we trace 
of [7 Thy wonders of grace, 


of And chearfully j Join in a concert of praiſe. 
S 8 The 


III. 
The antient of days 
| His glory diſplays, 3 
And ſhines on his people with cheriſhing ra 4 
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IV. 
The trumpet of God 
Is ſounding abroad f 
The language of mercy, ſalvation thro' bloc 
Thrice happy are they | | 
Who hear and obey, | : 


And ſhare i in the bleſſings of this W__ day. 
VI. 
The people who know 
; The Saviour below, I 
With burning affection to worſhip him glow. | q 
VII. 0 
Their anguiſh and ſmart 
And ſorrows depart, "| 
Who find his falvation inſcrib'd in their hen * 
VIII. 7 
The people are bleſt ; 
Who lean on his breaſt, 
And ſhare in the forctaſte of promiſed reſt. 


Ti : 


IX. 
This bleſſing is mine 
; nd Rr Thro' favor divine; 5 
gut, O my Redeemer ! the glory be thine. 
The work is of grace, 
Thine, thine be the praiſe, 
And mine to adore thee and tell of thy ways. 
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I. 
= 'LL watch, perhaps my Lord may come 
W. 4 If back I turn hell is my doom. 


If ne'er find the ſacred road, 

Il perith crying out for God. 

17 The ſoul that ſeeks the Lord ſhall live, 
Seek, O my ſoul! my ſpirit ſtrive! 

# Cry loud ! if he refuſe to hear, 

III periſh, if I muſt, in prayer. 
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What tho' the way be woe and pain, 3 


Thou haft not bid me ſeek, in vain. 
Pl ſeek, if ne'er the bliſs be given, 
And gg at the gate of heaven. | 
W. 
O Chriſt! anvell thy lovely fack, 


And ſhew me now thy pard' ning grace! ! F 


This heart of unbelief remove, 

And ſhew me now thy pard'ning love 
Lord, if to me thy grace abound, 
I'll praife thee with a joyful ſound : 
If thou wilt fave unworthy Me, 

| Dil N thee to s eternity. Fe | 


LA 
*., WM, 8 


I now beg to —— Compen- | 


dium of Truth to my reader's candid pe- 
ruſal, which, under the divine bleſſing, | 
will lead him to a juſt view of the plan of 
ſalvation, thro' Jeſus Chriſt, and happily Þ_ 
bring his heart in conformity to him Who 


ds worthy of all praiſe. 
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